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 INTRODUCTION 

All of us have a response to the word theology.  For some of us 
“theology” has positive connotations.  For others theology is 
something that you’ve seen divide others.  Maybe for you 
theology is something that’s for people who like to read and that’s 
not you.  Wherever you are there are two things you need to 
know.  First, everyone is a theologian.  Second, theology has 
massive implications for the way that you live your life.  Let’s 
unpack those two things.


EVERYONE IS A THEOLOGIAN:  

How would you define the word theology?  


Theology is defined as simply “the study of God.”  As Christians 
we all study God.  We all have certain beliefs and ideas about 
Him.  The real question is “are we good theologians or bad 
ones?”  Are we seeking to intentionally study God in His word or 
are we allowing our ideas about God to be formed from other 
places.  


Theology isn’t just meant for pastors, elders, or professors.  
Theology is important for everyone.  Our view of God changes 
how we live.
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THEOLOGY IS IMPORTANT TO YOUR LIFE: 

READ 1 Timothy 3:16-17


According to this verse what is the purpose of Scripture?  


From Genesis to Revelation the Bible is about revealing who God 
is and how he interacts with His people.  As we seek to have a 
deeper understanding of the Bible that will lead us to a deeper 
understanding of God. Understanding who God is and how we 
are to interact with Him is what equips us for every good work.  
Theology matters.  Right thinking moves us to right living.  

 


Can you give some practical examples of how that is true in 
your own life?
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DOCTRINE DOESN’T HAVE TO DIVIDE 

We’ve seen that right theology is vital to living the Christian life.  
So if this is true what do we do with all of the disagreements in 
differences in theology or doctrine.  Doctrine is defined as “a 
body or system of teachings relating to a particular subject.”  So 
our Study of God, theology, leads us to beliefs, doctrine.  


So does all this doctrine divide?


RC Sproul said “Doctrine divides, but doctrine also unites. It 
binds together the hearts of God’s people who celebrate the truth 
of God together.”


READ Ephesians 4:1-6


What should we be eager to maintain?


What should unite us?


What character should be displayed as we “walk in a 
manner worthy of the calling to which we have been called?”


God calls us to be in unity in the church.  But not unity for the 
sake of unity, instead unity around right doctrine.  When we 
pursue right doctrine and that doctrine changes us we will 
respond to others in love, humility, gentleness, and patience.  
Doctrine isn’t a weapon to divide it is what presses us together in 
unity.
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DOCTRINE CAN BE DANGEROUS 

As we approach a deeper understanding of God’s word it is 
necessary for us to understand that not all doctrine is of equal 
importance.  Doctrine does not exist in a vacuum.  Every doctrine 
has impact on other doctrines.  For instance you cannot deny that 
Jesus was God and still affirm he was all powerful.  


Our understanding of how much certain doctrines impact others 
helps us to give each doctrine in its proper importance.  If we 
hold all doctrine with the same level of intensity doctrine can 
become dangerous and divisive.  Scripture is really clear on some 
things and less clear on others.  We should not divide over things 
that scripture is less clear on.  Let’s talk more specifically about 
how this functions.


We hold doctrine in four primary categories:


1. ESSENTIALS 

Essentials are things that you either must affirm to be a Christian 
or that you must never deny to be a believer in Christ.   


New believers would not necessarily know everything in this 
category, as some things are learned over time as they grow in 
their knowledge of scripture.  Every Christian however cannot 
deny the doctrines in the Essential category.  These are doctrines 
we would die for.  They are valuable and necessary to our faith in 
Jesus.


Essentials are matters that we divide over because we believe 
they are issues fundamental to a person’s belief in God.


2. PRIMARY DOCTRINES 

Primary doctrines are doctrines that are extremely clear in 
scripture and have a large impact on many doctrines.


These are doctrines that we hold with great conviction.  
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Primary doctrines are matters we divide over because we believe 
that believers will have too many disagreements on these 
important doctrines to fellowship closely in a local body.  
Partnerships with other believers who differ in primary doctrine is 
not wrong but does require a great deal of discernment.


3. SECONDARY DOCTRINES 

Secondary doctrines are doctrines that are less clear in scripture 
and have a small impact on other doctrines.


These are doctrines that we hold with an open hand.  That does 
not make them unimportant.  It also doesn’t mean that we don’t 
study scripture to come to a personal belief on these doctrines.  It 
just means that we understand that scripture is less clear on 
these specific doctrines than others.  


Secondary doctrines are matters we should not divide over.  
Good brothers and sisters in Christ will disagree on these 
doctrines.  We should seek unity with them in a relationship where 
iron sharpens iron.  We seek to refine one another’s thinking here 
but do not divide over Secondary Doctrinal issues.


4. PREFERENCES 

Preferences are matters that the Bible speaks very little about, if at 
all.  These are issues that are about what I like or dislike that the 
Bible is unclear on or silent on.  


We should NEVER divide over preference.  We should seek to 
humble ourselves and seek the interest of others above ourselves 
in this area.    
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With those definitions in mind, rate the following doctrines 
from 1 to 4.  If you are unsure what some of them mean mark 
that as well.


Deity of Jesus


Gifts of the Holy Spirit


Style of Music


Election


Humanity of Jesus


Sovereignty of God


How creation happened


The Virgin Birth


Sunday Dress


Perseverance of the Saints


Rapture


Trinity


Substitutionary Atonement


Irresistible Grace


Complementarianism vs Egalitarianism


Bodily return of Jesus


Total Depravity of Man


Imago Dei


Man was created male and female
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Mode of baptism


Communion


Death, burial, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus


How to best interpret scripture / Hermeneutics


Inspiration, authority, inerrancy, and sufficiency of 

scripture


Church Decor


View on the millennium


Heaven and Hell


Baptism


New Heavens and New Earth


Pulpits


Gospel Centrality


The mission of the church


Church Government


The point of all of this is to help you understand that while all 
doctrine is important it is not all the same in impact on other 
doctrines and therefore relationships with other believers.  


We must seek to be Christians who are discerning in our use of 
doctrine.  In, “Finding the Right Hills to Die On: The Case For 
Theological Triage,” Gavin Ortlund says “Theological wisdom 
does not consider doctrines in the abstract, concerned mainly 
with technical correctness. Instead, it considers doctrines in their 
“real life” influence on actual people and situations and 
churches.” 
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We want to be in passionate pursuit of knowing God.  Remember 
though that pursuing unity with fellow believers is not in 
opposition to a passionate pursuit of knowing God.  We can obey 
both “Love God and Love others,” it’s why Jesus commanded us 
to do both.


DIGGING DEEPER: (RECOMMENDED BOOKS)  
“Systematic Theology” by Wayne Grudem 
“Finding the Right Hills to Die On: The Case For Theological 
Triage” by Gavin Ortlund
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